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“I Would Not That Ye Should Be Ignorant”

	 Paul’s desire was that the Lord’s people 
not be ignorant.  “Moreover, brethren, I would 
not that ye should be ignorant...” (1 Cor. 10:1).  
To be ignorant is to not know as one is lacking in 
knowledge on some subject.  Yet Jesus said, “And 
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free” (Jn. 8:32).  Paul told Timothy that God 
“will have all men to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). So, we take a look at 
some things we must not be ignorant of.

	 How Our Fathers Were Baptized.  Paul 
reminded the Corinthians that they “should not 
be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under 
the cloud and passed through the sea; And were 
baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea...” 
(1 Cor. 10:1-12; Ex. 14).  To help the Corinthians 
know that Old Testament happenings were for 
their “ensamples:  and written for their admoni-
tion; lest they fall,” Paul showed them how their 
fathers were “overthrown in the wilderness,” 
because “with many of them God was not well 
pleased” (1 Cor. 10:11-12).

	 Of Paul’s Desire to Visit the Romans.  
That there might be some “fruit” among the 
Romans, Paul wanted to visit them.  He wrote, 
“Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you,  (but 
was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit 

Johnie Edwards

among you also, even as among other Gentiles” 
(Rom. 1:13).  The word “let” is an old English 
expression that means “hinder.”   Paul wanted 
these brethren to know that he desired to visit 
them to strengthen them and make some new 
converts.

	 Concerning Spiritual Gifts.  Spiritual 
gifts belonged to the apostolic age and there 
were 9 of them.  Paul wanted the Corinthians to 
know about them.   “Now concerning spiritual 
gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant” 
(1 Cor. 12:1).  They are listed in 1 Corinthians 
12:8-10, and were designed to keep the church 
pure until “that which is perfect is come” (1 Cor. 
13:8-10). 

	 Those Asleep.  Assuring the Thessalo-
nian Christians that God would not forget their 
dead loved ones, he penned, “But I would not 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope...” (1 Th. 4:13-18).

	 How God Counts Time.  In 2 Peter 3:1-
8, Peter answers those who questioned God’s 
promise of the second coming of Christ as he told 
them, “be not ignorant of this one thing, that one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day.”  Read Psalm 90:4.
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“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”

The 
Sower’s Seed

Introduction
1.	 Ephesians 4:4
2.	 This sermon calls our attention to some basic 	
	 things the Bible teaches about the one body.

Discussion
I.	 The Body Is The Church

	 A.	The church is the body (Eph. 1:22-23) and 	
	 	 the body is the church (Col. 1:24).  Thus, 	
	 	 they are one and the same.
	 B.	Since there’s but one body, and the body is 	
	 	 the church, there’s just one true church.

II.	 The Body Is Headed By Christ

	 A.	Ephesians 1:21-23
	 B.	Colossians 1:18
	 C.	Thus, the church is subject unto Christ in 	
	 	 all things (Eph. 5:23-24).

III.	 The Body Is Where Men Are Reconciled 	
	U nto God

	 A.	Ephesians 2:16
	 B.	Sin separates and alienates us from God.

	 	 1.	 Isaiah 59:1-2
	 	 2.	 Colossians 1:21
	 C.	The making of peace with God is possible 	
	 	 in the one body (Col. 1:20-22).

IV.	 The Body Contains The Saved

	 A.	Ephesians 5:23
	 B.	Acts 2:47

V.	 The Body Is To Be Free From Division

	 A.	1 Corinthians 12:25
	 B.	One of the great pleas of the Bible is the 	
	 	 plea for unity.
	 	 1.	 John 17:20-21
	 	 2.	 1 Corinthians 1:10

VI.	 The Body Is Entered By Baptism

	 A.	1 Corinthians 12:13
	 B.	As one is baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:27), 	
	 	 he enters the body of Christ as the Lord 	
	 	 adds him to the church (Acts 2:41, 47).

Conclusion
1.	 Are you a member of the one body?
2.	 You are invited.

Basic Sermon Starters

The One Body



Stick with the Text!
John Isaac Edwards
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	 Entirely too much teaching and preaching 
strays from the text of Scripture and ventures off 
into the realm of speculation and conjecture.

	 Bible Study Books Are Often Bad 
About This.   In some of the materials used in 
Bible classes, it is not uncommon to find expres-
sions like:  “probably somewhere near,” “thought 
to be,” “most scholars believe,” “perhaps,” “tradi-
tion is unanimous in giving,” “could be,” “gener-
ally considered to have,” “universally believed to 
be,” “there is good likelihood that,” “early church 
history asserts,” “it has been acknowledged from 
at least the second century,” “this may indicate,” 
“the assumption is,” “it is thought that,” “tradition 
says,” and on it goes.  Who cares what is thought 
to be or what most scholars believe?  The question 
is, “what saith the Scripture? (Rom. 4:3).

	 Attitudes and Advice For Today’s 
Preachers and Teachers.  The Scriptures contain 
some good attitudes and sound advice everyone who 
endeavors to speak the Lord’s word would do well to 
adopt and take to heart.  “What the Lord saith, that 
will I speak” (Num. 24:13), “speak what thou know-
est” (Job 34:33), “To the law and to the testimony:  
if they speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them” (Is. 8:20),  “We speak that 
we do know” (Jn. 3:11), “we cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), 
“speak forth the words of truth” (Acts 26:25), “speak 
the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 2:7), “speak, not in the 
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth” (1 Cor. 2:13), “speak the 
things which become sound doctrine” (Ti. 2:1), and 
“speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11).

	 Learning.  It’s amazing how the more learn-
ing some men get, the more uncertain they become 
in their speaking (there is good likelihood that, 

probably somewhere near), while Peter and John, 
“unlearned and ignorant men” (Acts 4:13), spoke 
with confidence and conviction. 

	 Surely there is enough in what the text says 
to occupy our time, without getting off into what 
the text doesn’t say.  “For we walk by faith, not 
by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7).  “So then faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 
10:17).  “If you can’t prove it by the text, then you 
can’t preach it by faith!”
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Lessons from the Death of a Loved One
Melba Edwards
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	 My Dad, Russell McBride, passed 
from this life January 30, 2008 at the age of 
89.  I had him for fifty-one years.  During his 
final week and death, I learned many valuable 
lessons.

	 Death Happens to Us All.   We 
know this from Hebrews 9:27, “And as it 
is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment.”   Many times we think 
our parents will live forever, even though we 
know they won’t.  Losing a loved one opens 
our eyes to this passage.  Because there is a 
judgment, we need to be prepared for it.  2 
Corinthians 5:10 reads, “For we must all ap-
pear before the judgment seat of Christ; that 
everyone may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad.”

	 We Need to Lean upon the Lord.  1 
Peter 5:7 tells us, “Casting all your care upon 
him; for he careth for you.”  The Lord helps us 
through all our troubled times, if we let Him.  
Many times, in his prayers, Dad quoted, “For 
the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their prayers...” (1 
Pet. 3:12).  We need the Lord at all times and 
the death of a loved one is no exception.

	 A Loving Wife and Mother Taught 
Me Many Things.  Mom was by Dad’s side 
all through his sickness and his death.  Those 
final few days, Mom would not leave his side.  
Dad was the leader of the family and he made 
it easy for us to follow.  Mom respected Dad 
and her love for him was from the beginning 
to the end.  They were married 59 years.  A 

wife is to love (Ti. 2:4), be in subjection to 
(Eph. 5:24), and reverence her husband (Eph. 
5:33).  Even when she needed to be comfort-
ed, she comforted me.  This was a hard time 
for me, but a loving mother shined through.  
Mothers are to love their children (Ti. 2:4).  
Paul said he was gentle “as a nursing mother 
cherishes her own children” (1 Th. 2:7).

	 The Thoughtfulness of Others 
Showed Much.  Many times a Christian is on 
the giving end.  When one is on the receiving 
end, one realizes how important the giving is.  
All the prayers, cards, flowers, gifts, e-mails, 
words of comfort, food, phone calls, visits 
to the funeral and funeral home; each one 
means so much.  When an individual does one 
of these things, it seems so little when you 
are doing the giving.  But it means so much 
when you are the one receiving.  It reminds 
me of the song, Oh The Things We May Do.  
Christians are to be a comforting people (1 
Th. 4:18; 5:11).  During the death of a loved 
one, we need comfort and support.  The love 
and care of others is of great value. 

	 My Dad was a Christian.   He and 
Mom taught me many valuable truths from 
God’s word, from which I made faith my own.  
A special thank you to all of you who made 
such a difficult time for me easier by all the 
love that was shown to me and my family.

  “For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him...
Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words” (1 Th. 4:14, 18).
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Calling God “Daddy”
	 Frivolously, there are those who refer to 
God Almighty as “dad” or “daddy!”  Catholic 
influence is greater than we might like to admit.  
The Roman Pope is called “Papa.”  A few years 
ago, some preachers on the Herald of Truth 
radio/TV broadcast referred to God as “hi dad” 
in their prayer!  It is time for us to get serious 
about who God is.  When Jesus taught early 
disciples how to pray, He said, “After this man-
ner therefore pray ye:  Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name” (Mt. 6:9).  Paul 
assured the Ephesians that there is “One God, 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all” (Eph. 4:6).  Since God is not 
our physical father, it is inappropriate to call him 
“dad” or “daddy.”

Calling Men “Father”
	 The Catholic religion teaches folks that 
the priest is their spiritual “father.”  Did you ever 
read of any man, other than one’s male parent, 
being called father?   (Eph. 6:1-4; Heb. 13:9).  
Jesus taught, “And call no man your father upon 
the earth:   for one is your Father, which is in 
heaven” (Mt. 23:9).  That Father is God!  No 
man is our spiritual father.

Calling Men “Rabbi”
	 Jewish folks call their preacher “Rabbi.”  
The word “Rabbi” means master.  Our Master 
said, “But be not ye called Rabbi:  for one is your 
Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren” (Mt. 
23:8).  We must learn to be content to call Bible 
things by Bible names, speaking “as the oracles 
of God” (1 Pet. 4:11).

Calling Men “Reverend”
	 Most denominational preachers wear the 
title and want to be called “reverend.”  Some 
want to be called “right reverend.”  An inves-

tigation of the Scriptures reveals that the word 
“reverend” is found only one time in the entire 
Bible and then it refers to God.  The Psalmist 
declared, “...holy and reverend is his name” (Ps. 
111:9).  Not even Jesus or His apostles were ever 
referred to as reverend.  The apostles were called 
by their names:  Peter, James, and John.  Some 
preachers seem to want to be exalted above their 
fellows, but Jesus said, “And whosoever shall 
exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall 
humble himself shall be exalted” (Mt. 23:12).

Calling Men “Masters”
	 The religious order of Masonry calls 
some “master.”  In light of this, Matthew 23:10 
says, “Neither be ye called masters:  for one is 
your Master, even Christ.”  Does this sound like 
we shouldn’t call any man master?  When we 
attach such words to men, we are giving them the 
place that belongs to deity.  Men need to learn 
to be content on just being men and let God and 
Christ have their exalted positions!

Called By Human Names

	 There are hundreds of names by which 
religious folks are called.  Yet, the Lord “called” 
His people “by a new name” (Is. 62:2).  “...the 
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch” 
(Acts 11:26).  Why be called by a human name 
when you can be called a Christian?  Religious 
folks wear the names of men who were found-
ers of human churches, like those who wear the 
name of Martin Luther.  Then there are those 
who are called Methodist to emphasize the doing 
of things methodically. Some are called Baptist, 
because they think John was a Baptist.  In real-
ity, John was not a  Baptist.  He was “John the 
Baptist” (Mt. 11:11).  He was called that because 
he baptized.  John was never in the church, due 
to the fact, that he died before the Lord’s church 
was established in Acts 2!

In Few Words
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Thru-the-Bible

	 Our text of study will be Genesis 40-41, 
as Joseph goes from the dungeon to the palace.  

	 Dreams and Interpretations.   Being 
put in prison, Joseph must have felt down about 
events that were taking place.  However, God had 
set the stage for the next part of His plan.  We may 
not always know when God is working His will 
in our lives.  
	 Both the baker and the cupbearer had 
dreams the same night (v. 5).  They were both sad 
as they did not understand their dreams.  Joseph 
asked them to tell him their dreams.  The cup-
bearer relates his dream of a grapevine with three 
branches.   It budded, blossomed, and produced 
ripe grapes.   The cupbearer took the grapes, 
squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and gave it to 
him.  Joseph told him that within three days the 
cupbearer would be restored back to his position.  
Joseph asked that the cupbearer remember him 
when these things happen and that he show kind-
ness to Joseph.  
	 The baker saw the good news given to the 
cupbearer and related his dream to Joseph.  There 
were three baskets of white bread on his head.  In 
the top basket, were all sorts of food for Pharaoh 
and the birds were eating them out of the bas-
ket.  Joseph told the baker that within three days 
Pharaoh would hang him on a tree and the birds 
would eat his flesh.  
	 All of this happened just as Joseph said 
it would, yet the cupbearer forgot about Joseph.  
Joseph had reason to believe that through the cup-

bearer he would be able to gain freedom, yet it 
didn’t happen.  Still Joseph kept his faith in God.

	 Pharaoh’s Dream.   Pharaoh had two 
dreams back-to-back.   Seven fat cows came up 
from the river.  Seven skinny cows also came up 
and stood next to the fat cows.  They proceeded to 
eat the fat cows, yet it didn’t show that they had 
devoured them.  The second dream was similar, 
except it was seven skinny ears of grain that ate 
seven plump ears.
	 Pharaoh was desperate to find someone to 
interpret, yet no one could.  Finally the cupbearer 
told Pharaoh of his experience with Joseph in the 
prison.  Pharaoh sent for Joseph.

	 Rags to Riches.   Joseph is shaved and 
has his clothes changed before coming before 
Pharaoh.  Joseph gave credit to God when asked 
about interpreting dreams.  He then told Pharaoh 
the interpretation.  There will be seven abundant 
years of plenty in the land, followed by seven 
years of severe famine.  It will be so bad that the 
abundant years will be forgotten.  Joseph offered 
advice that a wise man should be set over the 
land to put back a fifth of the produce in the first 
seven years, so that the land will not perish dur-
ing the severe famine.  Pharaoh wisely decided 
that no one would be better suited for this than 
Joseph!

	 Joseph literally goes from having nothing 
to being second in command!  Stephen attributes 
his favor and wisdom before Pharaoh as coming 
from God (Acts 7:10).  It is amazing how God’s 
plan unfolds!  It shows us how man may fit into 
it without even realizing it.  God has now made it 
inevitable that Joseph’s family will be coming to 
Egypt during the famine.

Kewanee, MO
shanewms@sheltonbbs.com

The Patriarchs:  Joseph #2
Joseph Interprets Dreams

and Becomes Ruler in Egypt
Genesis 40-41

Shane Williams
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	 Stephen, before he is martyred, recalls 
the events leading the patriarchs to Egypt:  “Now a 
famine and great trouble came over all the land of 
Egypt and Canaan, and our fathers found no suste-
nance.  But when Jacob heard that there was grain 
in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first.  And the sec-
ond time Joseph was made known to his brothers, 
and Joseph’s family became known to the Pharaoh. 
Then Joseph sent and called his father Jacob and 
all his relatives to him, seventy-five people” (Acts 
7:11-14).  As we consider Joseph’s life, let us ex-
amine the history of these events. 

	 Jacob Sends His Sons to Egypt.  Even 
as was foretold in Pharaoh’s dream, “the fam-
ine was severe in all lands” (Gen. 41:57).  Jacob 
and his son’s families were also affected by this 
famine.  Therefore, Jacob tells his sons, “Indeed 
I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down 
to that place and buy for us there, that we may live 
and not die” (Gen. 42:2).  However, Jacob did not 
send Benjamin, “Lest some calamity befall him” 
(Gen. 42:4).  When Joseph’s ten brothers arrive in 
Egypt, they bow before Joseph (a fulfillment of 
Joseph’s dreams, Gen. 37:5-11).  Though Joseph 
recognizes them, they do not realize who he is. 
Joseph learns that his father is still alive, as is his 
younger brother Benjamin.  Yet, he spoke roughly 
to his brothers, accused them of being spies, and 
throws them in prison.  On the third day, Joseph 
tells them that he will keep one of them in prison 
while the others go back to get Benjamin that they 
might present him to Joseph.  Still not knowing it 
was Joseph they had spoken to, they return to Ja-

cob without Simeon who is imprisoned in Egypt. 
Upon hearing the events that occurred, Jacob is 
very displeased and refuses to send Benjamin to 
Egypt (Gen. 42:29-38).  However, when they run 
out of the Egyptian grain, Jacob reservedly sends 
Benjamin to Egypt with them saying, “If I am be-
reaved, I am bereaved” (Gen. 43:14).

	 Joseph Reveals Himself.   When his 
brothers return, Joseph has them dine with him. 
When Joseph sees Benjamin, “his heart yearned 
for his brother...And he went into his chamber and 
wept” (Gen. 43:30).  After dining with Joseph, his 
brothers leave for home only to be overtaken by 
Joseph’s servants and accused this time of being 
thieves.  Joseph had his silver cup placed in Ben-
jamin’s sack with the grain.  As a result, he states 
that Benjamin will stay in Egypt as his servant. 
Judah pleads for Benjamin as he had pledged him-
self for Benjamin’s life to his father (Gen. 44:18-
34).  Joseph cannot take the ruse any longer.  He 
sent his servants out and tells his brothers, “I am 
Joseph” (Gen. 45:3).  They are so taken by this 
revelation that they cannot even speak.   Joseph 
weeps as he kisses all of them (Gen. 45:14-15).  

	 God’s Providence.  Joseph told his broth-
ers, “God sent me before you to preserve a poster-
ity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by 
a great deliverance...it was not you who sent me 
here, but God...Hurry and go up to my father, and 
say to him,...‘come down to me’...You shall dwell 
in the land of Goshen, and...There I will provide 
for you...” (Gen. 45:7-11).  Joseph could see the 
providence of God in the events of his life that al-
lowed provision for his family.  Additionally, the 
“nation promise” was fulfilled by the children of 
Israel’s time in Egypt (Acts 7:17).  God is always 
working, providing for His people!
	
Carmel, IN
david@davidceldridge.com

The Patriarchs:  Joseph #3
Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt

Genesis 42:1-45:28

David Eldridge
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Thru-the-Bible

	 Joseph is now waiting for the arrival 
of his family in Egypt.  Let us ride with Israel 
and His family in the chariots of Pharaoh, as they 
journey to Joseph (Gen. 46:1-34).

	 Joseph’s Family Goes to Egypt.  Leav-
ing Hebron (Gen. 35:27), “Israel took his journey 
with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and 
offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac” 
(Gen. 46:1).  Our worship today is to be directed 
unto God.  Jesus told Satan, “You shall worship 
the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve” 
(Mt. 4:10).  Still in Beersheba, God speaks to Is-
rael saying, “I am God, the God of your father; 
do not fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make 
of you a great nation there.  I will go down with 
you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up 
again; and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes” 
(Gen. 46:3-4).  In the New Testament, the apostle 
Paul said, “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 
Cor. 5:7).  So, with God’s full assurance and the 
nation promise being repeated to Israel, he and 
his family move from Beersheba to Egypt.

	 Joseph’s Family That Enter.  In Gen-
esis 46:8-25, the names of the sons of Israel, with 
all their children, are given and are grouped un-
der their mothers:  Leah, Zilpah, Rachel, and Bil-
hah.  Israel brought all his descendents with him 
to Egypt.  “All the persons of the house of Jacob 
who went to Egypt were seventy” (Gen. 46:27).  
God had promised Israel that He would make 
him a great nation in Egypt.  They are a long way 

from becoming a great nation of people.  More 
than two hundred years will pass before the na-
tion promise is fulfilled.

	 Joseph and His Family Reunite.  The 
family reunites at Goshen, the northeastern ter-
ritory of the Nile Delta in Egypt.  Here Joseph 
presented himself to his father and “fell on his 
neck and wept on his neck a good while” (Gen. 
46:29).  Israel responded to Joseph, “Now let me 
die, since I have seen your face, because you are 
still alive” (Gen. 46:30).  All men will experi-
ence trials.  Men can either be victims or victors.  
Joseph is a great example of turning a trial into 
triumph.

	 Joseph Instructs His Family.  Joseph 
said to his brothers and to his father’s household, 
“I will go up and tell Pharaoh, and say to him, 
‘My brothers and those of my father’s house, 
who were in the land of Canaan, have come to 
me” (Gen. 46:31).  Joseph informs his family that 
Pharaoh will ask, “What is your occupation?”  
He instructs them to say that their occupation is 
with livestock, which would include the work of 
a shepherd.  We know that “every shepherd is 
an abomination to the Egyptians” (Gen. 46:34).  
History tells us that some nomadic shepherds 
came into Egypt and took possession of some 
land and caused some destruction.  This helps us 
understand the Egyptian’s attitude toward shep-
herds.  

	 This text clearly indicates that God is at 
work among His creation.  There was a reason 
that Joseph was sold into Egypt, to save people 
from famine.  God’s plan for saving man is in its 
early stages at this point in the Bible story, but 
continues to unfold.      

Hobart, IN
kjewelch@yahoo.com

The Patriarchs:  Joseph #4
Israel Moves to Egypt

and Is Reunited with Joseph
Genesis 46

Keith Welch
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	 After being reunited with Joseph, Gen-
esis 47-48 tells of Jacob’s time in Egypt, the sever-
ity of the famine, and the blessing Jacob gave to 
Ephraim and Manasseh, Joseph’s sons.

	 Jacob’s Family Moved to Goshen.  Upon 
their arrival in Egypt, Joseph informed Pharaoh that 
his family had arrived (Gen. 47:1).   Joseph then 
brought five of his brothers to Pharaoh (v. 2).  They 
informed him of their occupation as shepherds and 
of the severity of the famine in Canaan (vv. 3-4).  
They asked permission to dwell in the land of Gos-
hen (v. 4).  Pharaoh granted their request and then 
asked Joseph to place some of his brothers over his 
flocks (vv. 5-6).  Joseph then presented his father, 
Jacob, to Pharaoh.   Jacob blessed Pharaoh (v. 7).  
When Pharaoh asked concerning his age, Jacob an-
swered, “The days of the years of my pilgrimage 
are a hundred and thirty years:  few and evil have 
been the days of the years of my life...” (vv. 8-9).  
He and his family settled in Rameses, the best of the 
land, and were given daily provisions (vv. 10-12).

	 Joseph Successfully Handled the Fam-
ine in Egypt.  “Now there was no food in all the 
land, for the famine was very severe, so that the 
land of Egypt...languished because of the famine” 
(v. 13).  After awhile, the people ran out of mon-
ey to buy food (vv. 14-15).  Joseph said he would 
give them grain in exchange for their livestock (v. 
16).  This enabled the people to have food for a 
year until they ran out of livestock (v. 17).  The 
people said they had nothing left to give besides 

themselves and their land (vv. 18-19).  So Joseph 
took their land and strategically placed the people 
throughout Egypt (vv. 20-21).  Joseph had acquired 
all of the money, livestock, land, and people for 
Pharaoh.  He then gave the people seed to sow the 
land and placed a 20% tax on the harvest that was 
to be given to Pharaoh (vv. 23-26).

	 Joseph Vowed to Jacob.  Seventeen years 
passed and Jacob’s family grew in number and 
wealth (vv. 27-28).  Nearing his death, Jacob made 
Joseph swear that he would not bury him in Egypt, 
but would bury him in the burial place of his fa-
thers in Canaan (vv. 29-30).  Joseph swore (v. 31) 
and was true to his word (Gen. 50:1-14).

	 Jacob Blessed Ephraim and Manasseh.  
Knowing his father was about to die, Joseph took 
his two sons to visit Jacob (Gen. 48:1).  Jacob re-
called God’s blessings and promises given in Ca-
naan (vv. 2-4).  Jacob told Joseph that his two sons 
would be considered sons of Jacob (vv. 5-6).  Ja-
cob blessed Joseph (vv. 15-16).  When Jacob be-
gan to bless Ephraim and Manasseh, he crossed 
his arms to place his right hand on Ephraim and 
his left hand on Manasseh.   This displeased Jo-
seph because Manasseh was the oldest (vv. 8-14, 
17-18).   However, Jacob had deliberately placed 
his hands in this way because the tribe of Ephraim 
would become greater than the tribe of Manasseh.  
Jacob blessed Ephraim and Manasseh by faith (v. 
20; Heb. 11:21).

	 Genesis 47-48 remind us of the certainty 
of God’s promises.  We see the promise made to 
Abraham in Genesis 15 coming true and we see 
the faith Jacob had in God’s promises.  May we, 
as Jacob and Joseph, live by faith, trusting God’s 
promises!

Greenville, IN
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	 Addiction affects not only the person 
with a substance abuse disorder, but also his or her 
family, friends and brethren.  The responses from 
addicts and those around them range from fear and 
guilt to anger and deep resentment.  It matters not 
whether it is a spouse dealing with the addiction 
of his/her mate, a child coping with the addiction 
of a parent, or parents worrying about their child’s 
substance abuse disorder, it is clear that all family 
members are impacted and deserve help.

	 God’s Terminology for Addiction.  
God’s terminology for addiction is:   stronghold 
(2 Cor. 10:4); being devoured (1 Pet. 5:8); drunk-
enness (Gal. 5:19-21); sorcery/witchcraft (Gal. 
5:19-21), snare of the devil, and a deceiver (Prov. 
20:1).  Whichever term we call it, the sources and 
behaviors of addiction are an insidious evil that 
ensnare those who wish to play with them.  The 
things we are playing with are not playing with 
us.    

	 Companions of Addiction.  The compan-
ions of addiction are:  excess of riot (1 Pet. 4:4); 
fornication and adultery (Gal. 5:19); lasciviousness 
(Gal. 5:19-21); deceptions/lying (Rom. 1; Rev 21), 
degrading one’s body (1 Cor. 6:18-20; Rom. 1:21-
32) and more.  An addict told me, “I didn’t start 
out thinking I’d be here.  I had a grape Swisher, a 
bag, a pipe and a syringe and I went out for a good 
time—but I didn’t come back—I couldn’t find the 
path—I was on the end of the pipe all along think-
ing—some day—some day it will be different…but 
not today.”

	 The Power of Addiction.  When addictive 
things come near us through acquaintances, friends 
or family, they only have the power we are willing 
to give them.  The time to escape any involvement 
is at the first encounter.  If there is even the slight-

est delay, the addictive thing continues weaving its 
intrusive entrance into our life.  Once we allow it in, 
that addictive thing claims more and more power 
over our life, until our life is all about the addiction 
and less and less about the good person we used 
to be.  The Proverb writer described this when he 
said, “do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it 
sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly!  
In the end it bites like a snake and poisons like a 
viper” (Prov. 23:29-33).

	 In this series, we will be exploring forms of 
addiction including alcohol, drug abuse, gambling, 
sexual addictions, tobacco.  Stay tuned.  Jesus is 
more powerful than the mightiest addiction!

Indianapolis, IN
artadams@sbcglobal.net

Understanding Addiction
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	 In Luke’s account of Satan’s temptations 
of Jesus (Lk. 4:1-13), the concluding words are as 
follows:  “Now when the devil had ended every 
temptation, he departed from Him until an op-
portune time” (v. 13).  Those last four words are 
ominous and sobering.   Let’s consider carefully 
what we can learn from this statement that will 
help us in our own struggles against Satan and his 
temptations.

	 Satan Is the Source of All Evil Temp-
tation.  Temptations to do evil are of the devil, 
not God.  “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I 
am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone” (Jas. 
1:13).  Satan seeks to deceive and entice us so that 
we will become entrapped in sin (1 Cor. 7:5; 2 Tim. 
2:26; Eph. 6:11).  We must clearly identify our true 
adversary (1 Pet. 5:8), and prepare our minds and 
lives to overcome him.

	 Jesus Faced More Temptations from 
Satan.  Satan’s departure from Jesus was tempo-
rary. Jesus would endure many more temptations 
from Satan.  For example, after the account of the 
wilderness temptations, Luke records the rejection 
of Jesus at Nazareth (Lk. 4:16-30).  When those of 
Jesus’ hometown turned against Him with wrath 
and intended to throw Him over a cliff, Jesus did 
not react with His own wrath and revenge.   He 
overcame the temptation to exhibit evil attitudes 
and actions.  Many other occasions in Jesus’ life 
provided temptations to wrath, impatience, pride, 
compromise, or giving in to fear.  What we see is 
Jesus who “was in all points tempted as we are, yet 
without sin” (Heb. 4:15).  What a perfect example 
and great help Jesus is for us!
	
	 Satan Seeks Opportunities.  We also learn 
that Satan never gives up seeking opportunities to 

tempt us to sin.  He is portrayed as a hungry lion 
“seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).  He 
may retreat after an unsuccessful temptation (as 
he did with Jesus), but only “for a season” (Lk. 
4:13). He will return with his quiver full of fiery 
darts to cast at us (Eph. 6:16).  We are warned to 
stand against the “wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). 
This speaks of his crafty, cunning, deceitful way 
of lying in wait for our souls.  Satan has evil men 
doing his destructive work of preaching false doc-
trines, promoting immorality, and causing division. 
Ignorance and rebellion bring many to his side.

	 We Must Not Provide Satan an Op-
portunity.   Under no circumstance can we let 
down our guard when it comes to Satan and his 
temptations.  As we have seen, he constantly seeks 
an opportunity to entice us to sin.  This is why 
the apostle Paul warns, “…do not give the devil 
an opportunity” (Eph. 4:27).  Instead, we should 
be sober and watchful for Satan’s attack, ready to 
“resist him, steadfast in the faith” (1 Pet. 5:8-9). 
We should learn from those who did provide Satan 
an opportunity, like Judas who opened his heart to 
Satan and betrayed Jesus for money (Jn. 13:2, 27), 
and Ananias who gave Satan an opportunity to fill 
his heart with the temptation to lie (Acts 5:1-3).

	 We are to pray that the Father “not lead us 
into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one” 
(Mt. 6:13).  Christians filled with God’s word will 
find that “way of escape” to overcome Satan’s 
temptations (1 Cor. 10:13).

Lakeland, FL
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	 In Romans 12:1, the inspired apostle Paul 
challenged the Roman Christians with a strong ex-
hortation to present their bodies as living sacrifices 
to God.  He based his plea on the mercy of God 
they had received.  He explained that the nature of 
their sacrifice was to be living, holy, acceptable, 
and reasonable: “we love because He first loved 
us” (1 Jn. 4:19).  To sacrifice themselves to God, 
they must “not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Rom. 
12:2).  This pleases God and accomplishes His will 
for His people.  What Paul said to the Romans ap-
plies to us, too.
	 Christians use the blessings and gifts God 
has graciously put into our hands, being always 
guided by humility and faith (Rom. 12:3-8).  There 
is a place of value and service in the body of Christ 
for every Christian to sacrifice and serve (Rom. 
12:4-5; Mt. 25:34-40).
	 Romans 12:9 begins specific instructions of 
the Christian’s behavior toward fellow Christians 
and toward the lost. 

	 The Christian’s Behavior Is Genuine 
(Rom. 12:9-11).  Love is to be without hypocrisy; 
it does not wear a disguise.  Whether it is love for 
what is good (“cling to what is good”), love for 
brethren (“be kindly affectionate to one another 
with brotherly love”) or love for God (“fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord”), love is diligent and 
sincere.  “By this we know love, because He laid 
down His life for us.  And we also ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren” (1 Jn. 3:16).

	 The Christian’s Behavior Is Constant 
and Caring (Rom. 12:12-14).  We are to act con-
sistently with the need and context of the moment, 
whether it is “rejoicing in hope” or being “patient 
in tribulation” (v. 12).  In fact, we rejoice and are 
patient simultaneously, since our hope of eternal 

life anchors us through the storms of life (Heb. 
6:18-20; Rom. 5:2-5).  Steadfast prayer and hos-
pitality are among the ways we are to be a blessing 
to friend and foe alike:  “bless those who persecute 
you; bless and do not curse.”

	 The Christian’s Behavior Is Sympathetic 
(Rom. 12:15-16).  The Christian is joyful when 
someone else has reason to rejoice.  When sadness 
grips a soul, he shares the sorrow (v. 15).  He is “of 
the same mind” with his brethren.  He is not con-
ceited or arrogant (traits that prevent compassion 
and sympathetic responses toward others)—his 
mind is not set on “high things” that exalt himself 
above others (v. 16).  He considers others better 
than himself and looks out for their interests before 
his own (Phil. 2:3-4).

	 The Christian’s Behavior Is Peaceful 
(Rom. 12:17-21).  The person who is vengeful 
and vindictive is not living like Jesus.  He set us 
an example of not returning evil for evil (1 Pet. 
2:18-23).  Like Jesus, we must value good things 
and live honorably and peacefully before others 
(vv. 17-18).  The Lord has all authority and will 
avenge evil.  So, Christians leave that work to the 
Almighty, while overcoming evil with good (vv. 
19-21).

	 Why do Christians behave in these ways? 
We are living sacrifices unto God, that’s why (Rom. 
12:1-2).

Ferndale, WA
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	 Pornography (porn) is “Sexually explicit 
pictures, writing, or other material whose primary 
purpose is to cause sexual arousal.”  In times past, 
porn was rare and found only on the “seamy” side of 
town.  Today, porn is everywhere!  Twelve percent 
(4.2 million) of websites offer porn (Statistics from 
TopTen Reviews, Inc.).  There are over 420 million 
porn pages on the Internet and over 68 million 
search engine requests per day for porn (25% of total 
requests!).  Every second, over 28,000 people are 
viewing porn online.  Every 39 minutes, a new porn 
video is created in the U.S.  Over 13,500 porn videos 
were released in 2005, a 138% increase since 1995!  
In the U.S., porn websites generate $2.84 billion in 
annual revenue.  Other pornographic material (e.g., 
movie rentals, magazines, phone sex, etc.) increase 
the size of this “industry” to over $13 billion in the 
U.S. and over $97 billion worldwide.  Worldwide 
porn revenue exceeds the combined revenues of 
Microsoft, Google, Amazon, eBay, Yahoo!, Apple, 
Netflix, and EarthLink!  U.S. porn revenue is larger 
than the combined revenues of all professional sports 
(football, baseball, basketball) and nearly double the 
combined revenues of the major television networks 
(ABC, NBC, and CBS).  Porn is not going away!

	 But, It’s Not a Problem at My House.  
Perhaps, but it is a major problem in American 
society and you and your family are in much more 
danger than you may know!  Did you know:  80% 
of 15-17 year olds have “multiple hard-core expo-
sures”?  90% of 8-16 year olds have viewed porn 
online (most while doing homework!)?  40 million 
American adults regularly visit porn websites?  20% 
of men admit to accessing porn at work?  10% of 
Americans admit to an Internet sexual addiction?  
17% of all women struggle with a porn addiction?  
9.4 million women access adult websites each 
month and 13% of them admit to doing so at their 
workplace?  Sadly, 47% of “Christians” say porn is 

a problem in their home.  Do you know what your 
children are viewing on the Internet?  Your husband?  
Your wife?  You and your household may not have 
a problem, but “let him who thinks he stands take 
heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12).

	 Porn Is More Addictive Than “Crack 
Cocaine”!  That’s what experts said who testified 
before the U.S. Senate (wirednews.com).  One expert 
said, “Pornography addicts have a more difficult time 
recovering from their addiction than cocaine addicts, 
since coke users can get the drug out of their system, 
but pornographic images stay in the brain forever.”  
Other testimony revealed the sexual arousal caused 
by porn is more powerful than addictive drugs since 
it causes the release of “naturally occurring opioids” 
and “does what heroin can’t do.”  Another said porn 
addiction can lead to “compulsive and destructive 
behaviors centered on pornography” more powerful 
than gambling or shopping addictions.  One senator 
called the hearing “the most disturbing one I’ve ever 
seen.”

	 Pornography is poisoning minds and ruining 
lives throughout our nation.  Christians must “flee 
fornication” (1 Cor. 6:18)!  Interestingly, the word 
“fornication” is from the Greek word “porneia,” 
which is the root of our English word “pornogra-
phy.”  That fact alone should be warning enough 
for the followers of Christ!  Porn has one purpose: 
to lead us to commit fornication, whether it be the 
overt act or through self gratification.  In the process, 
relationships will be damaged and broken, lives and 
homes will be shattered, and souls will be lost!  Let 
us awaken to this insidious and ubiquitous danger 
and warn our brethren and children of its immense 
power and destructiveness!
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“Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not:  for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14).

Miracles of Jesus
Aleisha Edwards

Kids Activity Page

Jesus turned water to ________________ (Jn.  2:1-11).

Jesus healed the 10 men of ____________ (Lk. 17:12-19).

Jesus made the _________________ to see (Jn. 9:1-7).

Jesus made the __________________ to walk (Lk. 5:18-25).

Jesus made the _________________ to hear (Mk. 7:32-35).

Jesus brought the _______________ to life (Mk. 5:41-42).

Jesus walked on ________________________ (Mt. 14:25).

Jesus ________________ about 5,000 men (Mk. 6:34-44).

Jesus cast out __________________________ (Mt. 8:16).

Jesus stilled a _________________________ (Mk. 4:39).

     Jesus performed many miracles while He was here 
on earth.  The purpose of Jesus’ miracles was to cause 
people to “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God...” (Jn. 20:31).  
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	 It’s fair to say all people desire happiness 
in life.  The Constitution states every man has the 
right to “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”  
Notice happiness is not guaranteed, just it’s pursuit.  
That’s because happiness comes from what we do.  
How do we find happiness?  Over the centuries, 
men have sought happiness in many places.  Let’s 
examine some and consider what brings true hap-
piness and contentment.

	 Money?  Our society is bent on pursuing 
material wealth.  Is that wrong?  After all, the more 
money you have the more stuff you can buy.  Stuff 
makes you happier, right?  It’s a given that a certain 
amount of money is necessary for survival.  And 
Christians are commanded to work (1 Th. 4:11) and 
provide for their family (1 Tim. 5:8).  Those failing 
to do so are worse than an unbeliever!  Joy is derived 
knowing one has faithfully discharged this duty.  
But, some work long hours to afford luxuries far 
exceeding true needs to set themselves above their 
peers.  Remember, pursuing wealth just to accumu-
late “stuff” is vanity and doesn’t bring happiness.  
Let us be content with what we have and be thankful 
(Heb. 13:5), never forgetting Paul’s admonition in 
1 Timothy 6:9-10.

	 Relationships?  As we get older, the desire 
to find a mate becomes important to nearly everyone.  
Seeing Adam alone in the garden, God concluded, 
“It is not good that the man should be alone” (Gen. 
2:18).  At some point, it’s expected that every man 
leave father and mother and be joined to his wife 
(Mt. 19:4-5).  But, some feel that until they find 
their special person they can’t be completely happy.  
While we strongly desire that companionship, we 
should not feel unable to be happy.  In fact, there 
are advantages to being single.  Paul lived his entire 
life in that state and accomplished great things in 
the gospel.  Being single allowed him to do many 

things not possible had he been married.  We must 
remember, as long as we have the Lord in our lives 
we’ll never be alone (Jn. 16:32).

	 Popularity and Fame?   Even though 
some don’t admit it, all desire to be well liked and 
admired.  The Bible teaches us repeatedly to set a 
good example to others (Mt. 5:16).  By so doing, 
we bring honor and glory to the Father.  Being well 
known in society is not a sin, however, it places even 
greater responsibility on us to live soberly and set a 
good example for others.  Sadly, most don’t take this 
responsibility seriously.  They simply wish to bring 
honor to themselves and live devoted to satisfying 
their own desires.  What a sad state of affairs!  Being 
popular isn’t the answer.

	 Drugs and Alcohol?  Alcohol has caused 
more problems than any other abused substance. 
Countless lives have been ruined and families de-
stroyed by its intoxicating effects.  In the end, people 
using drugs and alcohol find misery instead of hap-
piness.  Such things have a certain appeal, but we 
can’t allow ourselves to be deceived and succumb 
to them.  We must strive to always “Prove all things; 
hold fast to that which is good” and “abstain from 
all appearance of evil” (1 Th. 5:21-22).

	 When you’re feeling depressed and con-
fused, analyze your thinking.  If you’re constantly 
thinking about yourself and about how you could be 
happier, you need to consider what you can do for 
others instead of yourself.  The greatest joy is de-
rived from helping and doing good for others (Acts 
20:35).  Don’t merely pay homage to this by mental 
assent, get busy and put it into action!  Happiness 
will surely follow.

Fillmore, IN
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